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OHN R. MOTT, HONORARY PRESIDENT, DIES 


Dr. John R. Mott, “elder statesman of Christianity” died on Monday, January 31, at the age 
89. He had been an honorary president of the World Council of Churches since its founding, 
er having been a leader in all its preliminary conferences. He was also a founder of the Inter- 

htional Missionary Council and of the World Student Christian Federation. He was an honor- 


y life president of the World’s Alliance of YMCA’s. He was a member of the Methodist 
hurch, a graduate of Cornell University. 


~ Dr. Mott's particular enthusiasm was for training young men for Christian service, and 
Villiam Temple and W. A. Visser ’t Hooft are among those who have acknowledged his influ- 
ent. For work with prisoners of war, 


nce. He helped found the Student Volunteer Movem 

e was awarded the Distinguished Service Medal by the US. Government. In 1946 he was 
warded the Nobel Peace Prize for his participation in Ecumenical church and mission work. 
fe received honorary degrees from the world’s leading universities and governments. Twice he 


tas offered ambassadorships. His collected writings fill six volumes; much of this has been 
anslated into various languages. 

Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam paid this tribute: “He 
hought in world terms, and his service to the world ex- 
bressed a world mind, a world heart, and a world will... . 
e knew the world was his parish, and in truth he be- 
pnged to all Churches. He was a man who counseled 
residents and kings in the name of the Kings of Kings.” 
aid Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, “His character and his whole 
being have been eloquent witness to our Saviour.” 

A service was held in the First Methodist Church of 
Drlando, Florida, where he had recently made his home, 
nd in the Washington (D.C.) Cathedral, of which he was 
n honorary canon. He was entombed in the chapel of 
Bt. Joseph of Arimathea in the Cathedral. A memorial 
ervice will be held in New York City. 

He is survived by a widow, the former Agnes Peter, 
nnd four children of a former marriage. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, 156 Fifth 
Avenue, New York 10, N. Y. Elsie Thomas 
Culver, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. The 
Council unites 163 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 48 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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Attend Executive Meeting 


Attending the Executive 
Committee meeting of the 
World Council of Churches 
at Geneva, Feb. 7-10, are 
the following American 
members of the committee: 
Dr. Franklin Clark Fry; 
Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam; 
Dr. Eugene C. Blake; and 
Dean Liston Pope. Dr. Sam- 
uel McCrea Cavert, Execu- 
tive Secretary in the U.S. for 
the World Council; and Dr. 
O. Frederick Nolde, Director 
of C.C.I.A. and Associate 
General Secretary of the 
W.C.C., will also attend. 
Other American members of the Executive 
Committee are Bishop Henry Knox Sherrill and 
Professor George Florovsky. Mr. Charles Parlin 
will attend for the Finance Committee. 


Dr. Eugene Blake 


Dr. Liston Pope 


COMMUNITY 


Ecumenical cornerstone, Stewart Ridge Community 
Church, Chicago. Rev. W. Leslie Pugh, Pastor. 
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C.C.1.A. APPLAUDS 
U.N. NINTH SESSION 


“Vision and imagination” characterized 
decisions of the Ninth Session of the U.N. 
eral Assembly in regard to peaceful use © 
atomic energy, says the Commission of tha 
Churches on International Affairs in evaluati 
the Assembly's work. This appraisal is contained 
in the introductory paragraph to a report whi¢ 
the C.C.LA. regularly makes to its membez 
churches around the world at the close of each 
UN. session. The C.C.L.A. is the joint commis 
sion of the World Council of Churches and th 
International Missionary Council; it has mem‘ 
ber commissions in twenty-two countries. D 
O. Frederick Nolde is the Director, Dr. Richarc 
M. Fagley is the Executive Secretary. Dr. Elfan 
Rees is the permanent representative in Europe 


The C.C.ILA. also had special commendatio 
for the U.N.’s treatment of “the refugee prob 
lem within the mandate of the U.N. High Cor 
missioner,” but regretted it was impossible fe 
the General Assembly to make substantial pre 


found some satisfaction, however, even in thi 
area, in the U.N.’s efforts “to keep the situation 
from deteriorating at a time when the prerequi 
sites for solution had not yet been met. 


On certain issues, e.g. that of non-self-gov 
erning territories, and of human rights, th: 
C.C.LA. warned that “the Assembly seemed iti 
danger of becoming too much a prisoner of it 
history and, in repeating familiar arguments, t4 
lack the creative spark on which progress a 
depend.” 


Urging churchmen to greater concern ove4 
U.N. activities, the document said: “As th 
United Nations approaches the completion of 
its first decade it is highly need that nonr 
governmental organizations . . . as well as g 
ernments, should devote the same care to nh 
development of the U.N. that was given to thi 
formulation of the Charter ten years ago.” 


A limited quantity of the full memoranduri 
are available from the C.C.LA., 297 Fourt! 
Avenue, New York 10, New York. : 


Name Goodall Secretary 
of IMC-WCC Committee 


Dr. Norman Goodall, who since 1944 has 
been the senior London Secretary of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council, has been appointed 
to the newly created post of Secretary of the 
Joint Committee of the International Missionary 
Council and the World Council of Churches. 
Dr. Henry P. Van Dusen is its chairman. 

This committee, set up to advise the two ecu- 
menical bodies concerning their “association” 
as autonomous but interdependent bodies, has 
recently been enlarged and will be greatly 
strengthened by the appointment of a full-time 
Secretary. Dr. Goodall will assume his new re- 
sponsibilities on April 1, 1955 and will estab- 
lish his office at 10 Eaton Gate, London. 

Dr. Goodall holds an honors degree in the- 
ology from Oxford University and is a minister 
in the Congregational Church of the Union of 
England and Wales. As Foreign Secretary for 
India with the London Missionary Society, he 
traveled widely in the Orient, and is recognized 
as a leading missionary statesman. Dr. Goodall 
attended both the Amsterdam and Evanston As- 
semblies of the W.C.C. 


Ecumenical Service 
for New York Area 


A Service of Ecumenical Worship, sponsored 
by the Manhattan Division of the Protestant 
Council of the City of New York, is expected 
to draw more than 2,000 clergy and laymen to 
the Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church, 5th Av- 
enue and 55th Street, Sunday, February 13, at 
4:30 p.m. The Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill 
will deliver the sermon. Participating in the 
service will be the Rt. Rev. D. Ward Nichols, 
the Rev. Dr. John Sutherland Bonnell, and the 
Rev. Norris L. Tibbetts. 

The Lord’s Prayer will be spoken in eight 
languages: English, French, German, Korean, 
Philippine, Bantu, Afrikaans, and Malayalam. 
The choirs of St. Demetrius Greek Orthodox 
Church, Jamaica, N.Y., and the host church will 
sing. The offering will be delegated to the 
World Council of Churches for its refugee re- 
lief program. 


Executive Committee 
for U.S. Conference 


The names of churchmen who will represent 
the American churches on the Executive Com- 
mittee of the U.S. Conference for the World 
Council of Churches have been made public 
by Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, head of the New 
York office. The Executive Committee, which 
was established after the Evanston Assembly 
of the W.C.C. held last summer, will serve until 
the next Assembly, to be held in 1960. The 
following denominational representatives were 


named: 


American Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Dr. Reuben E. Nelson, 
Mrs. Leslie Swain 

National Baptist Convention, U.S.A., Inc., Dr. J. H. Jackson 

Seventh Day Baptist General Conference, Rev. C. W. P. Hansen 

Church of the Brethren, Dr. M. R. Zigler (alternate Dr. Nor- 
man J. Baugher) 

Congregational Christian Churches, Dean Liston Pope 

Disciples of Christ, Dr. George W. Buckner 

Protestant Episcopal Church, Rt. Rev. Angus Dun, Pres. Na- 
than M. Pusey, Rt. Rev. Henry Knox Sherrill (chairman) 

Evangelical and Reformed Church, Dr. James E. Wagner 

Evangelical United Brethren Church, Bishop George E. Epp 

Five Years Meeting of Friends in America, Dr. Alexander C. 
Purdy 

Friends’ General Conference, Mr. Lawrence M. Miller 

Religious Society of Friends of Philadelphia and Vicinity, 
Mr. J. Bernard Haviland 

Greek Orthodox Church in America, The Most Rev. Michael 

American Lutheran, Dr. Henry F. Schuh 

American Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Rev. Al- 
fred Jensen 

Augustana Evangelical Lutheran Church, Dr. P. O. Bersell 

United Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, Rev. Elmer 
Anderson 

United Lutheran Church in America, Dr. Franklin Clark Fry 
( vice-chairman ) 

African Methodist Episcopal Church, Bishop D. Ward Nichols 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion Church, Bishop W. J. Walls 

Chestan Methodist Episcopal Church, Bishop J. Arthur Ham- 
ett 

The Methodist Church, Mrs. Frank Brooks, Bishop William 
C. Martin, Dr. John R. Mott, Bishop G. Bromley Ox- 
nam, Mr. Charles Parlin 

Moravian Church, Northern Province, Dr. F. P. Stocker 

Moravian Church, Southern Province, Dr. R. Gordon Spaugh 

Polish National Catholic Church of America, Very Rev. R. L. 
Zawistowski 

Presbyterian Church in the U.S., Mr. Francis P. Miller 

Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A., Dr. Eugene C. Blake, Dr. 
Ralph W. Lloyd 

United Presbyterian Church, Dr. J. Kenneth Miller 

Reformed Church in America, Dr. Justin Vander Kolk 

Romanian Orthodox Episcopate of America, Rev. Fr. Vasile 
Hategan 

Russian Orthodox Greek Catholic Church in North America, 
Prof. George Florovsky 

Syrian Antiochian Orthodox Church, Most Rey. Antony Bashir 


Asked to serve as consultants to the Executive Committee 
of the U.S. Conference were: 


The General Secretary, the Associate General Secretary, and 
the Director of the Department of Church World Service of 
the National Council of Churches; the Executive Secretary of 
the Canadian Council of Churches; a Secretary in New York 
of the International Missionary Council; the Chairman and 
Secretary of the Friends of the World Council of Churches, 
Inc.; and the chairmen of World Council Committees who 
are residents in America. 
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NEW MATERIALS 


Your World Council in 1954—a report of the 
New York Office. In attractive printed form. 
Stamps for sample. 12 copies for $1. 


This World Council of Churches—What is it? 
Why is it? What does it do? A post-Evanston 
edition of a popular basic folder about the 
W.C.C. Stamps for sample. $3 per 100. 


The Ecumenical Institute—summer schedules, 
scenes and facts about “the jewel of the World 
Council”—the Ecumenical Institute at Bossey, 
Switzerland. Just off the press. Inside spread 
suitable for posting: an invitation to Americans 
to attend. Stamps. 


OIKOUMENE pins. The ecumenical boat in a 


beautiful ceramic pin. Soft colors. 1-inch- di 
ameter; safety catch; some Everybody loves 


them. $1 each. 


Ecumenical transparencies. All the materials. 
needed to make a beautifwk’ lastiag, ecumenical 


seal transparency. Looks like hand-poured glass. 
Made in half an hour. Attach permanently to 
window or lampshade. 71 inch diameter. 25¢ 


Daily Vacation Special: An assortment of ma- 
terials such as posters, reprints of illustrated 
articles, etc., which young folks can cut up to 
make attractive displays. Also one ecumenical 
transparency to make for your church or school 


World Council of Churches 
ROOM 1005 

156 Fifth Avenue 

New York 10, N. Y. 


Library-Pacific School of Religion 


1793 Scenic Avenue 
Derkeley,lalifornia 
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window (see listing above) and a copy of the: 
post-Evanston revised edition of “We Like 
Being Ecumenical”, containing ecumenical 
stories and many new plans and ideas for ecu- 
menical activity. Lots of help for an ecumenical | 
project for teens or sub-teens. 50¢ 


W orld Council of Churches seal poster. 17 x22. 
White on blue. This is a new printing of thes 
poster which has been sent to all churches which } 
have joined the “Friends of the World Coun-: 
cil.” Does yours need replacing with a fresh 
one? 10¢ 


PLAN FOR AN ECUMENICAL 
SERVICE AND SERMON ON 
PENTECOST SUNDAY 
May 29, 1955 
Packets available about April~1 —30¢ 


‘ 


“Racial prejudice in any-afideall forms is con- 
trary to the will and the design of God. Racial 
prejudice, with the long series of unhappy in4 
cidents that flow from it, is not merely bad, un- 
fortunate, unrighteous—it is sin. Let this teach-l 
ing be proclaimed. He who wrongs his brothers 
sins against God.” 


. n the Rae Reketion 
ge of shah Geek 


PTLA AY 


These Chinese refugee children who live with 
their families in staircases and lean-to’s near Hong 
Kong, have been given this opportunity to learn 
by a Chinese pastor who built the school with his 


own money. Aid has also come from churches 
abroad. 


WALES: The Welsh Ecumenical Society was in- 
augurated at a conference held at Aberystwyth, 
Wales, in December, to consider the implica- 
tion of the Evanston Assembly for Wales. Five 
communions of roughly equal strength were 
represented. Laymen outnumbered ministers. 


BRAZIL: Representatives of Protestantism in 
Brazil recently paid an official visit to the new 
president, Dr. Joao Café Filho who assumed the 
office upon the death of the late president 
Getulio Vargas. They said two million Protes- 
tants in Brazil would include the new govern- 
ment in their prayers, and presented a Bible. 
‘The President hoped the Protestant churches 
would continue to keep him in their thoughts. 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA: An Ecumenical Council of 
Czech Churches was formed when Evanston 
delegates met in Prague. Professor J. L. Hro- 
-madka was elected Chairman. 


INDONESIA: The synod of the Church of the 
Minahasa (Northern Celebes) adopted a pas- 
total letter which reads in part: “When the 
Church rejects communism, it should be more 
diligent in proclaiming the salvation of man 
Spiritually and materially. This means that the 
Church and the local congregation should live 
by their faith in Jesus Christ, by the grace and 
love of God... . When the Church rejects com- 
munism, this does not mean that the Church 


CHURCH AROUND THE WORLD 


rejects the people who follow the communist 
ideology. The Church is called to serve all 
people, including those who have lost their way.” 


ISRAEL: More than 3,000 Christian citizens of 
Israel celebrated Christmas at the Holy Places 
in the Old City of Jerusalem and in Bethlehem, 
according to an agreement arrived at with the 
Jordan authorities. Roman and Greek Catholics, 
Maronites and Protestants crossed the lines on 
December 24th, Greek and Russian Orthodox 
and Copts on January 6th, and Armenians on 
January 18th, the respective dates of their 
Christmas celebrations. 


SCOTLAND: Eight local conferences were held 
in towns in Scotland as a follow-up to the 


“Evanston to Scotland’ Conference held in 
Edinburgh. 


GERMANY: On Christmas Eve church bells were 
rung in Stalinstadt (East German industrial 
city) for the first time. The inscription on the 
bells based on the slogan of the Leipzig Kirchen- 
tag reads: “Be joyful in hope, patient in tribula- 
tion, Continuing Constant in prayer.” 


INDIA: A gift of $5,000 from World Day of 


Prayer funds was sent to Isabella Thoburn Col- 
lege as a memorial to Miss Sarah Chakko. 


An educated but aged refugee in Austria has found 

happiness in serving as librarian for fellow refu- 

gees near Salzburg. He lives in a home supported 

by inter-church funds and travels with his portable 
library to other refugee centers. 
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ECUMENICAL INSTITUTE 


The Ecumenical Institute of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches, Chateau de Bossey, Celigny, 
Switzerland, has been variously described: “A 
charming medieval chateau”; “A Christian train- 
ing center’; “A place for religious study and 
research”; “An ecumenical home”; “A place 
where communions worship together and learn 
to appreciate one another's points of view and 
each one’s contribution to the Church”; and, 
more poetically, as “The jewel of the World 
Council of Churches.” 


But church people visiting Europe should see 
for themselves and if possible attend a summer 
course. Worship, ecumenical fellowship and 
communal living are part of each program. 


Planned for the summer of 1955 is a course 
for missionaries on furlough (June 1-15) which 
will deal largely with Africa, south of the 
Sahara: the problems of the indigenous church, 
racial conflicts, the clash between Islam and 
Christian missions; also with the more general 
problems of the Younger Church in its mis- 
sionary encounter throughout the world. 


From July 18 to August 8, there will be a 
conference on “Communication”, for theological 
students, which will focus on the problem of 
interpreting the Christian Gospel and present- 
ing its challenge effectively. A feature of this 
course will be a study of 
the works of the poet and 
playwright, T. S. Eliot. 


ee 


In a course for laymen 
(August 10-22) the main 
study program will be cen- 
tered on the Message of the 
Evanston Assembly with 
special consideration of its 
meaning for the individual 
church member in his local 
situation. 


At all of these courses it 
is hoped to have a repre- 
sentative enrollment from 
all parts of the world. 
Americans who may be in- 
terested in attending should 


get in touch with William K. DuVal at he 
World Council office at 156 Fifth Avenue; 
No¥2G Fu| 
Average costs are $2.50 to $3 per day. 
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Dr. H. Kraemer, who has served as Direc 
of the Institute since it was founded in 1949 
expects to retire this fall. Especially for ¢ 
reason heavy enrollment is expected and 
registration is advised for all who expect t 
attend. 


A number of Conferences are held at @ 
Institute each year. Attendance is usually 
special invitation. Planned for 1955 are cor 
ferences for philosophers and theologians, f 
persons concerned with education within 
armed forces, for the nursing profession, co 
on Bible study methods, and on “The Chri 
Hope and the Hope of Israel.” 


The Graduate School of Ecumenical Stud 
is organized in association with the Universi 
of Geneva (through its Faculty of Theology 
Ic is in session from October Ist to Februar! 
15th, training men and women in a knowledg 
of the Ecumenical Movement, its goal and prob 
lems, and to become interpreters of the ecu 
menical cause in their various churches ang 
countries. (Send for folder, listed on page 6.) 
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